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CONTEMPORARY ASPECTS OF THE RESEARCH  
INTO THE HISTORY OF BULGARIAN, ETYMOLOGY  

AND DIALECTOLOGY 
 
This issue of Balgarski ezik features papers presenting the latest research in 

the fields of the history of Bulgarian, etymology and dialectology by authors 
from the Institute for Bulgarian Language, Sofia University, Plovdiv University 
and the South-West University. 

An interesting contribution is the study of unpublished data on the Middle 
Bulgarian translation of a signature work of the Byzantine Dominion period – 
the Greek service to Clement of Ohrid by Theophylact of Bulgaria. 

The question of the relatively modest achievements in the field of the pa-
rallel lexicographic representation of Byzantine and Slavic translation heritage 
is also given a serious critical analysis in methodological and practical terms in 
the current issue.  

In recent years, the body of work in Slavic studies has been enriched by 
numerous pieces of research dealing with monuments of the church juridical 
literature. This is the first time that the most popular document of the consue-
tudinary law in Southeast Europe – the Farmer's Law – has been analysed with 
respect to the influence of the Old Testament. 

The period of the 18th–19th century is characterised by the continuing repro-
duction of ancient literary models as well as by new interpretations of the lite-
rary heritage. Especially interesting are the late Modern Bulgarian revisions of 
early Old Bulgarian translations and the apocryphal prayers against illnesses 
and evil powers. 

The influence of the Church Slavonic language is an indelible part of the 
multi-faceted literary process during the pre-Revival period. The study of ar-
chive documents helps fill in the gaps with respect to the features of the dialects 
once spoken in those parts of the Aegean region where no Bulgarian population 
lives today. 

A new approach to the study of the history of Bulgarian has gained popu-
larity in recent years. An increasing number of works not only deal with the stu-
dy of individual linguistic facts and categories but strive at outlining a com-
prehensive linguistic picture of the world. 

There have been unceasing attempts at discovering the inner logic and mo-
tivation of names. Having started with the naïve ideas of Bulgarian Revival fi-



gures, this interest has led to serious scientific contributions in the field of ety-
mology, including ones disproving misconceptions that used to be widely ac-
cepted in Indo-European studies. 

Ever since the beginning of linguistic studies Bulgarian dialects have en-
joyed undiminishing interest – with respect to the interpretation of works by the 
classics of the Bulgarian literature, who took part in the establishment of the 
Modern Bulgarian literary language, and with respect to the study of the 
contemporary state of dialects and the mesodialect forms that have emerged as a 
result of the trend towards the approximation of spoken dialects to spoken lite-
rary language. 

The variety of topics and problems dealt with in this issue of Balgarski ezik, 
the innovative thinking, the critical attitude as well as the particular contribu-
tions of the featured authors, will make an interesting reading for a broad 
audience. 
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